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funded by both private and public supporters, including the 
National Institutes of Health, the National Science Foundation, 
the United States Department of Defense and the National 
Institute on Disability, Independent Living, and Rehabilitation 
Research.  Additionally it is an academic home and clinical partner 
for the Department of Physical Medicine & Rehabilitation at 
Northwestern University in the Feinberg School of Medicine.

“We are investing in science and technology more than any 
other place of our kind on the planet,” says RIC President and 
CEO Dr. Joanne Smith. “A new era in physical medicine and 
rehabilitation, perhaps a whole ‘new category’ in medicine, 
starts with this merger and our new facility.”

Ryan stresses that the work is about more than science 
and physical rehabilitation though. “We’re breaking down 
stereotypes,” she explains. “The hospital will be a miracle 
workshop — literally a miracle workshop. It is about building 
on our strengths, our abilities. Everyone has them. It is not 
about our limitations. It is about what I can do, and what you 
can do. About [Board Chair] Jude Reyes, Joanne Smith, the 
technologists, clinicians and researchers who will collaborate 
on the same floor too.”

With characteristic loving, faith-filled and community-building 
words, Ryan inspires all to lean in and do more — to believe 
and work towards better together. We can all do this too.    


