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The diagnostic utility of the CRS-R is also supported by functional and structural 
neuroimaging and electrophysiological studies (Coleman, 2007; Newcomb, 2010; 
Rosanova 2012, Casali 2013; Stender 2014; Casarotto 2016; Di Perri 2016; Comolatti 
2019; Tan 2019). 
 
In view of its psychometric properties, the American Congress of Rehabilitation 
Medicine ranked the CRS-R as the top-rated neurobehavioral rating scale for clinical 
assessment of patients with DoC (Seel 2010). The National Institute for Neurological 
Disorders and Stroke selected the CRS-R as a “common data element” (CDE) for TBI 
research involving patients with DoC (Wilde 2010). The scale has also been adopted by 
the Department of Defense and the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs for use in TBI 
research. 

 
5. Are there contraindications for use of the CRS-R?
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fluctuating arousal, administration should be more frequent to observe these 
fluctuations in the CRS-
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Under conditions of ongoing diagnostic uncertainty, neuroimaging and neurophysiological 
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