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Sample Norms and Frequencies 

The following pairs of tables provide (1) sample norms and frequencies and (2) Key Forms for the two 
measures comprising the Community Participation Indicators: Involvement in Life Situations and Control over 
Participation. Inclusion criteria for the sample were a self-identified disability, age 18 years and older, and 
ability to read and speak English. We recruited respondents with self-identified disabilities from multiple 
sources in order to obtain diverse sample, including an online panel generation company, recent inpatients of 
the Rehabilitation Institute of Chicago (RIC), attendees of several disability community events, independent 
living center and disability community organizations, a registry of current and former patients from RIC, 
Veterans Administration outpatients, and traumatic brain injury and spinal cord injury Model Systems 
collaborators. The convenience sample totaled 1,163 respondents. The median age was 53 years (S.D. = 17 
years). Women comprised 49% of the sample. Race distribution included Caucasian (72%), African-American 
(12%), and Hispanic (7%) participants. Items were completed by self-report for 72% of the sample and 
interviewer-assisted for others. Self-reported disability severity was characterized as slight by 10% of the 
sample, moderate by 37%, somewhat severe by 38% and very severe by 14%. Respondents could identify 
multiple impairment categories. Self-reported impairment or condition categories included physical (63%), 
emotional (23%), hearing (14%), vision (13%), learning (11%) and communicative disabilities (9%). Marital 
status included married (38%), never married (23%), widowed (14%), divorced (9%), unmarried couple (5%), 
and separated (2%). The most frequently reported sources of income were Social Security Disability Insurance 
(23%), other household members’ employment (21%), employment (19%), and retirement income (13%). Most 
participants reported living in a private residence (93%). Assistive device use was reported by 51% of the 
sample.  

Table were produced with Winsteps software. 

To estimate an equal-interval measure from the sum of all items for patients with no missing data, find the value 
in the SCORE column and read across to find its MEASURE. MEASURE is scored to range from 0 (the lowest 
possible score) to 100 (the highest possible score). These norms should be interpreted with caution; they are 
provisional and reflect the sampling strategy. 



TABLE 2.2 F:\RICconsult\CPI\InvolvementR InvolvementRptg2.out  Apr 25 11:45 2011 
INPUT: 1085 PERSON  48 ITEM  REPORTED: 1082 PERSON  14 ITEM  5 CATS WINSTEPS 3.71.0.1 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Involvement in Life Situations 
EXPECTED SCORE: MEAN  (Rasch-score-point threshold, ":" indicates Rasch-half-point threshold) 
(ILLUSTRATED BY AN OBSERVED CATEGORY) 
10    20     30     40     50     60     70     80     90 
|------+------+------+------+------+------+------+------|NUM  ITEM 
1                1   :    2   :  3   :   4     :    5   5 



TABLE 2.2 F:\RICconsult\CPI\ControlRptgSpx2. ControlRptg2.out  Apr 25 11:44 2011 
INPUT: 1085 PERSON  48 ITEM  REPORTED: 1085 PERSON  13 ITEM  5 CATS WINSTEPS 3.71.0.1 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Control over Participation  
EXPECTED SCORE: MEAN  (Rasch-score-point threshold, ":" indicates Rasch-half-point threshold) 
(ILLUSTRATED BY AN OBSERVED CATEGORY) 
10    20     30     40     50     60     70     80     90 
|------+------+------+------+------+------+------+------|NUM  ITEM 
1              1   :    2   :   3  :    4     :    5    5 18 I am able to go out and have fun 
1              1   :    2   :  3   :    4     :    5    5 15 I actively pursue my dreams and desires 
1              1   :    2   :  3   :    4     :    5    5 20 I have opportunities to make new friends 
|                                                       | 
|                                                       | 
1            1   :    2   :  3   :    4    :    5       5 10 I live my life fully 
1           1    :   2   :   3   :   4     :    5       5  1 I live my life the way that I want 
|                                                       | 
1         1    :    2  :   3   :   4     :    5         5 42 I participate in activities when I want 
1         1    :   2   :   3   :   4     :    5         5  6 I participate in activities that I choose 
|                                                       | 
1        1   :    2   :  3   :    4    :     5          5 16 I do things that are important to me 
1       1   :    2   :  3   :    4     :    5           5 33 I am in control of my own life 
|                                                       | 
1     1   :    2   :   3  :    4     :    5             5


